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Orkneys. Our ships chased him up the Channel, hanging
upon his flanks like gad-flies. Then, when at last they had to
fall back for want of ammunition, the wind took up the English
cause, and a great gale swept the flying fleet of Spain to
destruction. Numbers of the vessels were wrecked upon the
west coast of Ireland, the unhappy Spaniards being butchered
by those belonging to Irish tribes. Others sank with all
hands, and the Duke of Medina Sidonia returned to his King
and his country with but a miserable remnant of the high-
spirited and confident host who had gone forth from Spain so
short a time before.

This great victory destroyed at one blow the sea-power of
Spain. The Spaniards never recovered from the annihilation
of the ' Invincible Armada/ In the years following that great
event in the history of the world, Drake and others finished
their work by a systematic destruction of shipping along the
coasts of Spain and Portugal, until the sailors of Philip II0
feared the very name of' El Drake f as that of a fierce-breath-
ing dragon who came to slay and devour, and whom mo
earthly power could withstand.

England had risen during the past thirty years from a nation
without a navy to absolute supremacy of the sea. There was
no ocean highway now which could be barred to English
seamen, and no Holy Inquisition would dare to lay a finger on
them into whatsoever port they sailed* From those early sea-
rovers a great tradition of daring and heroism had been
bequeathed to the memory of the nation, worth more in the
building up of the British Empire than all the gold-mines
of Spanish South America. An English sailor had circum-
navigated the globe. Upon English charts were the secrets
of the New World, so long and jealously guarded by the
Spaniards and Portuguese. The men of Devon and Corn-
wall had, in fact,- learnt a great deal of geography, and the
time was not far off when that knowledge would be turned
to^godd account in laying the first fouiid'itioas of our colonies
and Empire.